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Editorial Note:

The Parallel Biome is an ongoing archival fiction project published
through HEXFILED.

Each sub-issue is built around the work of a different contributing
author: their fictional world, characters, and narrative material.
These works are then reframed through a unified editorial structure
consisting of recovered documents, institutional annotations,
classified records, and fragmented archival material originating from

parallel or non-linear worlds.

Contributors retain authorship of their original fiction. The editorial
framework surrounding that material, including dossier construction,
archival formatting, annotation systems, document sequencing, visual
integration, and curatorial adaptation, is developed independently by

HEXFILED as part of The Parallel Biome project itself.
The goal of The Parallel Biome is to present fictional worlds as
recoverable evidence with partial histories reconstructed through

conflicted records and state narratives.

Each entry functions as both a standalone work of fiction and as part

of a larger ongoing archive.

The Overgrowth Chronicles, Volume I by Charles Ta is the first world to

enter the archive.

The dossier is open. Analysis ongoing.

E. H. Elsay, Editor-in-Chief, HEXFILED
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THE OVERGROWTH
CHRONICLES

Volume I

by Charles Ta

All documents, visual media, and narrative materials presented in this dossier are

original works by the author.

Editorial adaptation, dossier formatting, and archival curation by E. H. Elsay

GCS CENTRAL ARCHIVE

CLEARANCE: OMEGA
DOSSIER ID: MSB-726A

ACCESS: GCS CENTRAL COMMITTEE ONLY

ACCORD: HELIX ACCORDS ARTICLE 3

SOURCE : ALASKAN RAINFOREST — ABANDONED LAB SITE
STATUS: RECOVERED / PARTIAL / ANALYSIS ONGOING

[ EYES ONLY — UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS IS A VIOLATION OF THE HELIX ACCORDS ]

GLOBAL CONTROL SYNDICATE



GCS CENTRAL ARCHIVE / INTERNAL ACCESS PORTAL

ACCESS BRIEF
August 13, 2130 - GCS-SAT-05 Relay

The records you are about to view were partially recovered by intelligence agents of the Global Control
Syndicate (GCS) from an abandoned laboratory in the Alaskan Rainforest, formerly owned by the now-defunct

Mendel-Strand Biosciences Corporation.

Due to the sensitive subject matter of these records in relation to the Black Eden Crisis and the Phantom
Blossom Cataclysm—among other disasters involving genetically enhanced megaflora, insect fauna, and
microbial life—only members of the GCS Central Committee have been granted access to them in compliance

with Article 3 of the Helix Accords.

Since the end of pre-Blossom civilization via contamination of 95% of all plant life on Earth, irreversible global
cooling, infestations, diseases, and hunger, the five founding members of GCS (the Remnant States of America,
the Heavenly Mandate, the Indian Confederacy, the Enclave of Brazil, and the United Republic of Siberia) have
created a private task force designed to neutralize rogue organizations in violation of the Accords —with priority
given to Mendel-Strand ex-personnel still active in remote regions around the world. These mercenary groups—
known as MANTICORE units—have been trained in forest and jungle warfare to mitigate further propagation of

adversarial vegetative intelligences into GCS's domed Citadels: the last bastions of human civilization.

Archival data maintained by former Mendel-Strand scientists may prove useful for ongoing combat operations
against hostile botanical entities and megaswarm events involving insectoid megafauna. The continued
existence of the human species remains uncertain. GCS remains committed to the absolute safety of planet

Earth and to guiding the human race toward a state of ultimate biological and technological fitness.

CONTENTS OF THIS DOSSIER:

ENTRY #001 — Transcript: Mendel-Strand Recruitment Holoadvert
(2073)
ENTRY #003 — Intercepted Audio Log: Nordstrand / Radcliffe (2081)

ENTRY #004 — News Bulletins / Hyperoxic Zone Media (2081)

|
|
ENTRY #002 — Internal Memorandum: Project Phantom Blossom (2078) ‘
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» LOADING ENTRY #001 — TRANSCRIPT — MENDEL-STRAND
HOLOADVERT

TYPE: Holographic Recruitment Advertisement — Corporate Distribution
SUBJECTS: Dr. Jericho V. Nordstrand (President) / Dr. Tanya Mendel (VP)
LOCATION: Bloom Tower Corporate HQ, Bitterroot Range, Montana

DATE: June 22, 2073

NOTE: Stage directions preserved from original holo-transcript.

(A holo-feed projected by a drone camera pans over the interior of a vast multi-story greenhouse
skyscraper teeming with genetically enhanced plant life. Quiet piano music plays in the background. The
drone descends toward a man in his forties—trimmed beard as white as his lab coal, leaning against a
gigantic tree of unnatural, chimerical composition. Attached to the tree's roots are giant pulmonary
alveoli-like sacs grown to perform the same photosynthetic functions as plant stomata, but more

efficiently. Black algae cover the bark, allowing it to absorb carbon at elevated rates.)

NORDSTRAND (turning to face the viewer with a kind, gentle smile, pacing toward

the drone) :

“H.. hello! I seem to have yet another visitor who wishes to meet me. It is so
good to see you—welcome! The pleasure is all mine. My name is Jericho
Nordstrand, Head Scientist and President of Mendel-Strand. And this is my

beautiful, botanical garden: Genesis Prime.

“Do you like it? It is a marvel of science—the result of two decades of labor,
passion, and dedication. Not from myself alone—heavens no—-but from the
collective efforts of all my employees, who made the company what it is today.
Come. I will show you more of what my paradise has to offer, for this is only

the beginning.”



(The camera drone follows Dr. Nordstrand away from the breathing tree and over a cobblestone path.

Long vines dangling from archways move aside as he walks beneath them.)

“You know, my dreams to change the world first came to me when I was just a
young molecular biologist fresh out of my PhD program in the 2050s. Back in
those days, I was documenting the tragic disappearance of the Amazon Rainforest
while on sabbatical in South America, and decided something had to be done to
salvage life on Earth, no matter the cost—before the worst of climate change

ended it for good.

“Months later, I met my future wife, Dr. Tanya Mendel, and together, we co-
founded Mendel-Strand Biosciences—now one of the fastest-growing biotech and
terraforming firms in the world. Ah—there's my dear Vice President now, tending

to the scavenger flowers. Hello, love!”

(The drone zooms out to reveal Dr. Mendel with her back to the camera, watering a colony of enormous
Rafflesia-like plum-colored flowers with crude petroleum. Gardener droids and workers dump
containers of industrial waste into the surrounding soil, which the hyperaccumulator plants eagerly

absorb. Dr. Mendel turns, removes her gas mask, and walks toward Dr. Nordstrand with a smile.)

MENDEL (delighted, waving at the drone camera, as if on cue):

“My husband can be quite the romantic—but what he says is true. After we
married, we set out to change the world, one seed, one DNA sequence, at a
time. We gathered the best scientific minds across the globe and made our case
to politicians, the media, and economists. The Earth, we said, was warming
past a point of no return. Such times called for drastic solutions. The world

finally agreed.

“Now, twenty years later, we have made our dreams a reality.”

(The swamp behind them is full of plastic-fixating fungi connected via mycorrhizal networks grafted
with animal nerve cells to bioluminescent willow trees. The trees pulse with light while sharing
electrical signals with one another. Giant aquatic Venus flytraps rise from the riverbeds, melting islands

of trash with acid. Workers in yellow hazmat suits detonate explosives against crystalline bamboo trees



to stress-test them,; the bamboo forms diamond shields from solid carbon, and the workers give a

thumbs-up to the camera.)

“From flytraps that can melt metal to bamboo that cannot be broken, we have
revolutionized the genetic engineering industry. Because of us, global
temperatures have finally started to stabilize. World hunger is at an all-
time low. Our blue-green marble is becoming a safer place to live—for you and

your children.”

NORDSTRAND :

“But we're not finished with our mission yet, are we, honey?”

MENDEL (looking directly at the viewer):

“No. Far from done. And that's why we need you to join our team. People who
care about the environment, about the beauty of life, and our future on this
one planet we call home. People who matter.

“So, what are you waiting for? The clock is ticking, and the fate of Gaia

herself hangs in the balance. Who knows? Maybe your work could mean the

difference between a sustainable future for all—or no future at all.”

(Dr. Mendel rests her head on Dr. Nordstrand. The drone flies away, circles the carpel-like summit of
Bloom Tower as it slowly opens like a flower, and hovers. Surrounding the radially symmetric metallic
petal shells are regrown forests of the Bitterroot Range, bird calls and insect buzzing audible beneath
a gorgeous sunrise in shades of red, orange, and purple. The holo-feed fades to white, presenting the
hexagonal Mendel-Strand logo, a hologram contact number, and a fine-print statement at the bottom.

A musical flourish of strings plays beneath the voiceover.)

DRAMATIC VOICEOVER:

“Join us at Mendel-Strand Biosciences today. Don't delay.”



(The voiceover subsequently reads the fine-print disclaimer at the bottom of the holo-feed in under five

seconds:)

“The Company shall not be held liable for the behavior of experimental
megaflora in domestic and international 1locations, nor any bodily harm,
injury, or death experienced by Associates via digestion, acidification,
poison exposure, industrial sabotage, chemical spillage, or DNA mutations.

Apply at your own risk.”

[ GCS ANNOTATION — ENTRY #001 ]

Archived for reference. Mendel-Strand corporate communications have
been sealed pending final resolution of the Radcliffe tribunal. Note
fine-print liability clause — consistent with known internal safety
culture at the time of PB-01 development. Cross-reference ENTRY #002.




» LOADING ENTRY #002 — INTERNAL MEMORANDUM — PROJECT
PHANTOM BLOSSOM

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM -+ RESTRICTED DISTRIBUTION

DATE: Friday, May 13, 2078 — 10:30 AM MST

TO: R&D / Biochemistry Division — Authorized Personnel Only
FROM: President J. V. Nordstrand / VP T. Mendel

RE: Q2 Performance / Board Directive / Project PB-01

CLASSIFICATION: RESTRICTED — DO NOT FORWARD OR DUPLICATE

Associates —

Q1-Q2 2078 metrics reflect continued progress against baseline targets:

Pacific and Atlantic Garbage Patches reduced 15% over five-year
period.

Global CO2 concentration held below 500 ppm.

Amazon and Indonesian Rainforest reclamation at 12% of former
territory.

Heat-resistant crop programs operational: Algeria, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Mongolia, Chile.

However, Board of Directors meeting 05/12/2078 produced the following
directive:

Investor confidence is at critical low following the Madagascar incident,
the Sydney Exhibition, the Legion of Abel attacks on our Italian branch,
and associated legal exposure. Quarterly earnings remain adequate but below
the threshold required to maintain investor commitment. The Board has
issued a five-year window: substantially rehabilitate public image,
accelerate operations, and demonstrate increased profit margins. Non-
compliance will result in full funding withdrawal.

In response, Dr. Misaki Ishikawa (Senior Researcher, R&D) has proposed
Project PHANTOM BLOSSOM (PB-01): a mutagenic retroviral agent capable of
(a) stimulating plant growth and reproduction on an exponential scale via
phytohormone pathway manipulation, and (b) embedding heritable
modifications into host plant DNA for propagation across future
generations. In theory, PB-01 could expedite our operations sufficiently
to satisfy Board requirements.

PB-01 has been approved for development and testing. Review the attached
biometric file at your earliest convenience.




Do not share outside this Division. Do not discuss with personnel below
clearance level 4.

J. V. Nordstrand, President / T. Mendel, VP — Mendel-Strand Biosciences

[ GCS ANNOTATION — ENTRY #002 ]

Dr. Misaki Ishikawa (referenced above) has not been located.
Personnel file sealed pending GCS Central Committee review. Cross-
reference classified dossier GCS-ISH-001l. Do not query this file
without Level 5 authorization.




» LOADING ENTRY #003 — INTERCEPTED AUDIO LOG — NORDSTRAND /
RADCLIFFE

TYPE: Intercepted Audio — UGenx Fruit Fly Surveillance Drone
LOCATION: President Nordstrand's Office, Bloom Tower HQ
DATE: October 24, 2081 — 4:00 PM MST

SUBJECTS: Nordstrand, J. V. / Mendel, T. / Radcliffe, G. (R&D / Safety and
Compliance)

NORDSTRAND (annoyed) :

“Dr. Radcliffe, how many times must you come into my office before your pea-
sized brain finally sees the light? For the last time—I am not shutting down
the PB-01 program. Not now, not when we are so close to finally reversing
climate change. Dr. Ishikawa and her colleagues have spent four brutal years
in the Peruvian jungle developing and retesting PB-01. I am not about to let
ten billion dollars, or their efforts, go to waste—especially because you
are worried about hypothetical outcomes that may never occur. If they were
likely, Dr. Ishikawa would have informed me. The fact she has not is proof

enough of your foolishness.”

RADCLIFFE (calm, measured):

“But that's just it, sir. I've run dozens of independent studies on the
effects of PB-01 on plant, fungi, and animal cells. Approximately 35% of all
cells exposed to high concentrations underwent catastrophic carcinogenic
growth patterns—abnormal consumption of biomass substrate, unsustainable
reproduction rates, irreversible symbiosis between PB-01 and host cells, and
intoxication of surrounding cellular cultures. In simple terms, Mr.
Nordstrand, you are inviting disaster upon the world if you go through with

this. I am imploring you one last time—please, reconsider.”

NORDSTRAND (angry) :

“Perhaps some sacrifices are acceptable for the sake of the common good. The

cost of not making them is too great. The Board of Directors has already



voted in favor of PB-01l. I have no other choice. It is the only way I can
save this Company and this dying planet—and I will not let you stand in my

”

way.

RADCLIFFE:

“Sir, please. You don't understand. Dr. Ishikawa—she's not who you think she

”

is.

NORDSTRAND (losing patience):

“I've heard enough. Dr. Radcliffe, your repeated attempts to disrupt PB-01
research have contributed to a negative work environment and threatened the
Company's financial stability. Pack your belongings and leave your office

within the hour. You are hereby terminated.”

RADCLIFFE (barely holding composure) :

“Mr. Nordstrand—I have a wife and a daughter. Please, sir. Don't do this.”

MENDEL:

“Mr. Nordstrand, calm down. Surely Dr. Radcliffe deserves a second chance.
His intentions are noble—he is performing his job. He could be reassigned

”

or—

NORDSTRAND (standing, cutting her off):

"My mind is made up. Leave now, Dr. Radcliffe, before I call security. You
have failed as a scientist and I do not wish to see you here again. Get

out.”

RADCLIFFE (backing away) :

“No, Mr. President. It is you who has failed. You who will bring the Earth
to its knees if nothing is done to stop you. Madagascar was a warning—one

you didn't bother heeding. Deep down, you think you're God. That you'll be



the hero who saved the world. That's not going to happen. Goodbye, Mr.

President. May you live the rest of your days regretting this.”

(Sound of a heavy door slamming. Silence. Then Mendel, quietly;)

MENDEL:

“That was a horrible decision. Radcliffe was one of the best researchers on this
team. You got rid of him because he threatened your ego, and you couldn't handle
what he had to say. This isn't the man I married. You used to be kinder. You used

to listen. What happened to you?”

NORDSTRAND :

“Honey, I—"”

(Sound of Mendel pushing him away.)

MENDEL:

“Don't. I'm going away for a while. Hologram me back when you've returned to

your senses.”

(Sound of a second door. Nordstrand alone. A long silence, then the sound of objects being thrown.

Then, quietly, crying.)

[ GCS ANNOTATION — ENTRY #003 ]

Surveillance drone identified as UGenx proprietary model FS-7 (fruit
fly class). Presence of UGenx surveillance inside Mendel-Strand
executive quarters consistent with ongoing corporate espionage
operation. Radcliffe's claim regarding Dr. Ishikawa's identity
remains unverified in this dossier. See GCS-ISH-001 (Level 5
clearance required).




» LOADING ENTRY #004 — NEWS BULLETINS / HYPEROXIC ZONE

MEDIA

TYPE: International Holo-News Bulletins / Conspiracy Server Posts /
Visual Media

DATE: October 26, 2081 (compiled)

SOURCE: Multiple — see individual annotations

/N

RNING

This area has been evacuated due to a
high prevalence of insect megafauna.
DO NOT approach if you hear buzzing or
screaming, or if you see megafauna
feeding on contaminated local biomass.
Always wear insect repellant clothing.

GLOBAL CONTROL SYNDICATE CAU T I 0 N

High concentrations
of oxygen, macrobial
plankton, pollen, and
spores in the air may
cause asphyxiation,
“fungal lung”, and /
or explosive fires in
the presence of
flammable material.

DO NOT:

Proceed without
wearing a GCS
modified gas mask.

Use lethal firearms
that may ignite the air.

GLOBAL CONTROL SYNDICATE




. WORLD PROVISIONAL COUNCIL
DEVELOPING STORY

“SPORESTORMS”, POLLEN CLOUDS, AND SWARMS BLOCK OUT THE
SUN; MILLIONS DIE FROM PLANT ATTACKS, FUNGI, AND CANCER,;
MAN-EATING CAR-SIZED BUGS NOW A REALITY AS OXYGEN LEVELS
CONTINUE TO RISE; DR. GILBERT RADCLIFFE STANDS TRIAL.

MOST CROPS DECLARED ‘INEDIBLE’; UGENX FORMS PROVISIONAL COUNCIL WITH WORLD LEADERS TERRABROADCASTING NEWS

ey s i -

BREAKING NEW 2=

EXPLOSION IN PERU BIOLAB KILLS 92, INJURES
250; RELEASES UNKNOWN SUBSTANCE INTO THE
EARTH’S ATMOSPHERE - FOUL PLAY SUSPECTED

SEVERAL TOWNS UNDER LOCKDOWN DUE TO UNCONTROLLED PLANT AND FUNGAL GROWTH | [SiSiEL il




CLASSIFIED FOOTAGE

Subject: Operation
Withering Weoeod

Description:

UGenX, backed by a
coalition of the five
major glokal powers,
deployed strategic
low-yield nuclear
weapons tipped with
enhanced herbicides
over rapidly
spreading megaflora
and megafauna
infestation zones
across North America.

Result: Mitigation
efforts were
initially successful,
but proved only
temporary. Local
megaflora and fauna
proceeded to absork
and adapt to latent
radiation, then grow
even faster than
previously observed.
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HE TRIEBO
RIED'TO WARN HIS SUPERIORS

\,
4

HE GATHERE
‘ ‘HEREI?:THE LEGION OF ABEL IN-PERU

_HE FO st
| UGHT UGENX TO SAVE THE WORLD
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E KNE\N HE WAS INNOCENT.

HE SA R
SAW WHAT UGENX WAS PLANNING

H L8ERT RADCL
E IS DR. GILBERT RADCLIFFE

A

«T WASN'T ME, YOUR HONOR. | DIDN'T CAUSE THE BLACK EDEN DISASTER. you HAVE TO
UNDERSTAND, SIR, THAT DR. ISHIKAWA WAS A UGENX PLANT. SHE DEVELOPED pB-01 AND
HAD BLACK EDEN BLOWN UP ON PURPOSE. AND NO WONDER ~ UGENX WAS ALREADY
PREPARED TO TAKE HER AWAY AS SOON AS | ARRIVED AT THE BIOLAB. THEY KNEW ! WAS

THIS - ALL OF THIS WAS A FALSE FLAG. A SETUP. AN EXCUSE TO THROW THE WORLD INTO
CHAOS, AND BLAME MENDEL-STRAND, 50 UGENX COULD COME IN AS THE “RESPONSIBLE
SAVIOR OF HUMANITY'; AND SEIZE CONTROL OF UNCONTAMINATED RESOURCES, WHILE
PLANTS, FUNGI, AND INSECTS RAVAGED THE EARTH, AND WORLD GOVERNMENTS GREW
DESPERATE T0 CONTAIN THE CRISIS.

ONCE THAT WAS ACCOMPL!SHED, MENDEL-STRAND WAS DONE FOR. ELIMINAT!NG VICE
PRESIDENT MENDEL AND PRESIDENT NORDSTRAND FOR THEIR CRIMES AT THE BEHEST OF
THE ANGERED MASSES WAS ALL TOO EASY FROM THERE.

you CAN CHOOSE TO BELIEVE ME OR NOT, SIR. BUT THE TRUTH OF WHAT HAPPENED ON
BLACK EDEN CANNOT BE DENIED. |F ANYONE ISTO BLAME FOR THE END OF THE WORLD, IT’s
THAT FUCKING JOKE OF A GOVERNMENT you CURRENTLY CALL THE «GLOBAL CONTROL
SYNDICATE."

-DR. RADCLIFFE AT HIS TEST\MONY, MAY 2083

THE GCS HAS LIED TO YOU.

THEIR CITADELS ARE NOT BASTIONS OF
CN\L\ZAT\ON, BUT PRISONS. THEY ARE NOT
YOUR SAVIORS, BUT YOUR OPPRESSORS. THEY
USED DR. RADCLIFFE AS A SCAPEGOAT, WHEN
HE ONLY WANTED TO SAVE THE WORLD.

JUSTICE FOR RADCLIFFE. JUSTICE FOR TERRA.



GC5-5AT TERRACAM 05

0BV DATA COLLECTED:
DATE: 02/09/2108

€02 LV: 260 PPH

OXYGEN LVS ~52% OF
ATMOSPHERE, N2 ~26%,
#21% SPORE/SEED BIOMASS
RAD LVS: 70 Sv/h

GLOBAL AVG TEMP:
-0.5 C BELOW PREINDUSTRY

BIOMASS GROWTH RATE:
UNSTABLE, 10 mi/Yr

PROBABILITY OF
LONG TERM SURVIVAL
OF HUMANITY: ~7%
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